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THE MISSION OF
NEW JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH:

We are a group of people who

gather together in friendship and love

to worship God, to spread God’s Word,

and to care for God’s people.
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“O, you’d better watch out!”
So starts the familiar Christmas song about Santa Claus coming to town. As children these words sometimes inspired us to behave as well as we could in hopes of getting our heart’s desire.

“Keep on the lookout! Keep awake!” “You don’t know when the Lord is coming!” we hear in our lesson from Mark on the first Sunday of Advent. (Sounds a lot like all those lessons we’ve had during November, as if we needed any more stressors at this time of year!) On the second Sunday in Advent we hear about someone preparing the way of the Lord. At this point in December many of us know all too well how much work is involved in preparing for something! (Say, what is it we are so anxiously preparing for again?)
As a child, did you ever try to figure out where the presents were hidden in your house? Did you ever spot them in unexpected places? On the last two weeks of Advent and most clearly on Christmas, we hear about “God sightings!” We hear about how God entered the world in the form of Jesus, how God is already active among us, and how God will come in God’s fullness. God hid God’s best present in a young girl from a remote village in a poor country and then God hid God’s best present in a manger, two of the least likely places to find the Son of God. God seems to continue to hide God’s presents (gifts) and presence in unlikely places.

“God sightings!” Where will we of New Jerusalem sight, catch a glimpse of God’s presents/presence already at work in our community? Where will we see signs of hope for peace on earth, good will among men, starting in this place, among us? For that matter, what are our heart’s desires? Where might we spot ways in which they are being fulfilled? If we aren’t trying to catch a glimpse of God, we might miss the answers to our hopes and dreams.

Christmas, the climax of Advent, reminds us most clearly that God came among us, is among us and will come among us in God’s fullness, whether we see it or not. So, indeed, to experience the full joy of God’s gifts, we had better watch out!
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May God’s peace and joy fill your days of anticipation and celebration!

Pastor Ruth
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WORSHIP & MUSIC INFORMATION




Join us for our SPECIAL MUSIC SERVICE on Sunday, December 14, at 10:00 a.m.
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CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP On Wednesday, December 24, we invite you to join us at one of our Christmas Eve services as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Our Family Service will begin at 5:00 p.m. The Traditional Candlelight Service will begin at 9:00 p.m. Holy Communion will be celebrated at both services. Also, a time of fellowship will follow each service.

[image: image18.wmf]POINSETTIA FLOWER SALE – There is still time to order your red poinsettias to help decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. If you would like to order any poinsettias, there are extra order forms on the greeter’s table in the narthex or call the church office. Your order form and payment are due to the church office by Sunday, December 14. The cost is $9.00 for a 6-inch pot.
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OUR CONDOLENCES to the family and friends of Cora Haas who passed away on November 16, 2014.

DECEMBER SIGN-UP SHEETS – We are in need of an Altar Guild volunteer; volunteers to light the Altar Candles for December 7, 14, 21, 24 (both services), and 28; and Communion Set-up volunteers for December 7 and 24 (both services). Thank you to everyone that has signed up.
OFFICE CLOSED – The church office will be closed on Thursday, December 25, and Monday, December 29, in observance of the Christmas holiday.

JANUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is Sunday, December 21.
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RAJAH SHRINE CHANTER’S CONCERT
is scheduled for Sunday, December 7, at 2:00 p.m. There will be a time for refreshments and fellowship following the concert. A free-will offering will be taken to benefit the Chanters’ causes.

FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 2014 – The Brandywine Heights High School Music Department presents the annual Festival of Carols on Friday, December 12, 2014 at Brandywine Heights Area High School at 2:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. The 2:30 p.m. performance is for Senior Citizens and tickets are not required for this event and admission is FREE of charge. The 7:00 p.m. concert is for the general public. Tickets purchased the day of the concert will be $4.00 per ticket.
CHRISTMAS GATHERING – Join us on Friday, December 5, at 6:00 p.m. to help decorate the church for Christmas. There will be pizza, singing Christmas carols, fun, games, and fellowship.
CHRISTMAS CAROLING – The Brandywine Churches will go caroling at the Topton Lutheran Home on Sunday, December 14. We will gather at the home at 2:30 p.m. and carol at 3:00 p.m.
LOAVES AND FISHES group is sponsoring a free community meal to be held on Tuesday, December 16, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 121 S. Home Avenue, Topton. Everyone is welcome!
CHRISTMAS CHEER PROGRAM WITH FRIEND, INC. – Thank you to everyone who chose a name. The gifts are due to church by Sunday, December 7. Please do not wrap your gift. All you have to do is supply a box or gift bag, wrapping paper, tissue paper, and a bow so the parents can wrap the gift. Don’t forget to include the label with the child’s name so Friend knows who the gift is for. Thank you for helping a less fortunate child have a Merry Christmas.

ANNUAL MEETING – The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25, after worship. The snow date is scheduled for Sunday, February 1. The purpose of this meeting is to receive the annual reports from the congregation.

Let’s not forget: some need tidings of comfort, while others experience joy.

While Advent and Christmas are times of excitement, expectation and joy for many people, there are others among us for whom, for a variety of reasons, this is a very hard time, a dark time, a time they dread. May God give us the grace to be aware of and sensitive to these feelings and needs and show us how to bring a touch of comfort and a ray of light.

If you are among those who find this time to be a difficult time, please make this known to me as your pastor and to others in your family here at New Jerusalem. May you know God’s presence and support during the coming days.

Pastor Ruth
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INCLEMENT WEATHER CANCELLATIONS – In the event that Church and Sunday School need to be cancelled, you can listen to WFMZ, WAEB 790 AM, or watch Channel 69 news. You may also call the church office at 610-682-6064 and there will be a recording on the answering machine on Sunday morning if any services or events are cancelled. We also encourage you to call a member or guest that may not have heard about the cancellation.

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED! Do you have any photographs (old or new) from New Jerusalem that you would like to share? We would like to use them for our 175th Anniversary Celebration. If you would like to share any of your photos, you can mail them to the church office. All photos will be returned. Thank you for your help!
OLEY FAIR – New Jerusalem received $500.00 from the french fry stand profits at the Oley Fair on September 18, 2014.

ANNUAL REPORTS from New Jerusalem’s committees are due to the church office by Sunday, December 28, 2014. Thank you!
THRIVENT FINANCIAL ACTION TEAMS – If you’re a Thrivent member, you can lead a Thrivent Action Team to bring people together for a one-time project to help others be wise with money and live generously. You can: coordinate an educational event, conduct a service activity, organize a fundraiser.

Thrivent will provide: resources to help you plan the event, promotional items, including Thrivent t-shirts, Community Impact Card with $250 of seed money.
Each Thrivent member is eligible to lead two Thrivent Action Teams per calendar year. Learn more at Thrivent.com/action team.
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175th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION SERVICES
will take place on Sunday, April 19, 2015, and Sunday, October 4, 2015. Bishop Zeiser has accepted an invitation to attend the April 
        19th service.

Please Remember the Following

in Your Prayers:

Please pray for:  (current list)  Baby Adalene, Anna Angstadt, Dallas Angstadt, Cliff Barlet, Bertha Bennecoff, Larry Dey, Jean Deysher, Ted Eshbach, Karl Fenstermacher, Erma Gajewski, Erma Guinther, Family and Friends of Cora Haas, Paul Hertzog, Sheila Long, Gladys Luckenbill, Mary Merkel, Linda Moyer, Lloyd Moyer, Harvey Noll, Irene Noll, Mildred Reinert, Warren Reinhart, Joyce Rothermel, Betty Stoudt, Arlene Yob, Marie Brunner (Josh Keck’s grandmother), Evelyn Collins, Shirley Diaz, Shelly Eller, Marilyn Franzi, Myles Hansbury, Corinne Hersh, Lauren Kinney, Mike Krick, Patricia Noll, Lananh Rissmiller, Russell Roeder, Andrew S., Josh S., Kurstin S., Theresa S., Jerry Schwambach, Tom Spraut, Jack Stoudt, Karen W., Frances Walter, Veronica White, all our military personnel serving around the world, peace in the world, especially the Middle East and the Ukraine, and all those affected by the Ebola outbreak.
[image: image25.wmf](long-term)  Samuel Behm, Shirley Hertzog, Erma Noll, Ralph Harris, Mae Hertzog, Jack Krause, MM3 Elise Barlet, Major Jeromy Guinther, and the mission of our church.
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LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTRY – On Christ the King Sunday we commissioned Dale Schwoyer as our first lay Eucharistic minister. What is that, you may wonder. A lay Eucharistic minister is a member of the congregation who is trained to bring the consecrated elements of communion to people who, for some reason, cannot attend worship with the congregation, and celebrate this meal of God’s love with them wherever they are. Eucharist is another word for Holy Communion. The words means thanksgiving. Lay Eucharistic Ministry is in some ways like taking a plate of food from your thanksgiving feast to someone who couldn’t come and then sitting with him or her to share the good news you heard at the table.
As many of you know, Dale has been assisting Pastor Ruth with visiting shut-ins. We thank Dale for her willingness to be trained and now also to serve in this additional capacity. For those of you who are visited, please welcome Dale when she comes to share our Lord’s meal with you.
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Some parts of the Christmas story, as commonly told, aren’t actually recounted in Scripture. Which of the following details is recorded in the Bible?

A.  Mary rode a donkey to
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     Bethlehem, and Joseph 

     walked alongside her.

B.  Angels announced that a 

     Savior, the Messiah (or Christ), 

     had been born.

C.  There were three wise men.

D.  Shepherds and wise men

     (or Magi) worshiped Baby Jesus together.

E.  None of the above.

Answer: B (see Matthew 1:18-2:12 and Luke 2:1-20, 

     especially v. 11)

A special baby
Mark Lowry, who wrote the lyrics to the Christmas song “Mary, Did You Know?” says he’s always been amazed by Mary’s silence at the cross, as her son was being crucified. Maybe she was remembering back to that first Christmas, he wonders, when she counted Jesus’ fingers and toes.
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“I wonder if she realized then that those were the same fingers that had scooped out the oceans and formed the seas. I wonder if she realized those were the same feet that had walked on streets of gold and been worshiped by angels. Those little lips were the same lips that had spoken the world into existence. When Mary kissed her little baby, she wasn’t just kissing another baby; she was kissing the face of God.”

Mary silently watched her son die 33 years later, Lowry notes – not just for the world but also for his own mother. “The baby boy she had delivered on that first Christmas was now on a cross delivering her.”


     - Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
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BRANDYWINE AREA CHURCHES FOOD PANTRY – Below is a list of current needs. canned fruit (any variety), cake mixes (any), canned meat (spam, tuna, turkey), Sloppy Joe mix, cereal, coffee (regular and decaf), tea bags, Chef Boyardee products, Progresso soup (any variety), pudding, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, toothbrushes, toothpaste, dishwashing soap, paper products (paper towels, toiler paper), pancake mix, cooking oil, sugar, flour, ketchup, mustard, pickles, salad dressing, fruit juice, vegetable juice, rice and noodle side dishes, chilies, stews, Hamburger Helper, boxed potatoes, mashed potatoes. Anything else is also accepted. Clean plastic grocery bags are also needed to pack the groceries. Thank you for your continued support.

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church

Statement of Accounts
October 31, 2014
      Asset Accounts                                Balance

      Memorial
$ 25,635.40
      Thrivent
5,934.66
      Checking
8,787.29
      Youth
965.04
      Fidelity
169,571.69
      Cash Reserve
24,144.23
      Endowment CD
11,150.48
October 2014 — ‘Actual’ vs. ‘Required’ Income

                         Income

Income            Required        Actual

Used For:       Per Month      Income          Delta

Operating

Expenses        $ 9,787.08   $ 8,979.99*  $ (807.09)
*Actual Income includes $2,600.00 Estimated Profit from Shoo Fly Pie sale
Income Required per Month — Based on 2014 Budget Passed by Congregation
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HOLLY

[image: image30.wmf]Holly is a popular decoration at Christmastime, not just for its beauty but also for its religious significance. Holly’s thorny leaves and red berries symbolize Jesus’ Passion and blood, reminding us
of the fate awaiting the Christ child. According to old Christian legends, holly first sprang up under Christ’s footsteps, and his cross was made from the wood of holly. 
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  3
Sheila Gehman

  4
Amber Guinther

  5
Sarah Bailey

  5
Donna Guinther

  6
Amanda Herman

  6
Johnathan Kepnach

  6
Vikie Seyfert

  9 
Helen Fair

10
Dawn Wengert

11
Alex Barlet

11
Jennifer Musser

15
Randall Cleaver

15
Jared Keiser

16
Elwood Cleaver, Jr.

16
Anna Heffner

18
Harold Guinther

20
Sheila Long

21
Clinton Allen

22
David Moyer


26
Marleise Matz


31
Lori Eck


31
David Wartzenluft
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  2   Rodney and Diane Keller (42 years)

16   Richard and Dana Musser (25 years)

24   George and Jeannette DeLong (54 years)
If your name or the name of someone
you know didn’t appear on this list,
we apologize and hope you will let
us know so we can make the
necessary corrections. Thank you.
Christmas traditions around the globe
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Although Americans celebrate the holiday with candlelight services, piles of gifts, large feasts, lights and trees, people in other countries mark Jesus’ birth in many interesting ways:

· Nine days before Christmas in Mexico, Las Posadas processions reenact Joseph and Mary’s search for a place to stay in Bethlehem.

· Instead of decorating trees, Italians place fruit on small wooden pyramids.

· On Christmas Eve, the streets of Caracas, Venezuela, are blocked off so people can roller-skate to church.

· Ukrainian Christmas trees often feature an artificial spider and web. According to a folk tale, a poor woman who couldn’t afford decorations awoke one Christmas morning to find that spiders had “trimmed her children’s trees with delicate webs.

· In Brazil, the gift-bringer is known as Papai Noel (Father Noel), who lives in Greenland, according to legend. When he arrives in Brazil, he wears silk clothing because of the summer heat.

· It’s considered bad etiquette to send red Christmas cards in Japan because funeral notices are customarily printed in red.

- Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
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Lessons from the angels
To frightened shepherds on the first Christmas Eve, a host of angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” (Luke 2:14, KJV).

Nineteenth-century minister Charles Kingsley explained how these key words tell the meaning of Jesus’ birth and give meaning to our lives.

Glory. “That little babe, lying in the manger among the cattle, was showing the very highest glory of the great God who had made heaven and earth. To stoop, to condescend, to have mercy, to forgive – that is the highest glory of God.”

Peace. “God is not selfish. He sacrificed himself for us. Sacrifice yourselves then for each other! Give up your own pride, your own selfishness, your own interest for each other, and you will be all at peace.”

Good will. “God loves you, and he wills to raise you out of this selfish, quarrelsome life of sin, into a loving, brotherly, peaceful life of righteousness. That babe in the manger at Bethlehem is a sign to you and me that God will freely give us that spirit of love if we ask for it.”


      - Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter
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I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, thoughts, phone calls and visits while I was in the hospital, rehab and at home.

A special thank you to our church prayer committee for the beautiful prayer shawl and to Jeannette and George DeLong for delivering it.

Also a special thank you to Pastor Ruth for her visits, phone calls and beautiful prayers. Her kindness was very well appreciated to me and my family.

God bless to everyone.





    - Lloyd Moyer


SHUT-IN LIST:


Please remember our homebound


members this holiday season.                                              


Dallas and Anna Angstadt

109 Smoketown Road

Mertztown, PA  19539




Samuel Behm


Kutztown Manor


120 Trexler Avenue




Kutztown, PA  19530


Clifford Barlet


3 Berkleigh Court


Kutztown, PA  19530-8314


Bertha Bennecoff


120 Tower Court


Topton, PA  19562


Jean Deysher


354 East Wessner Road


Blandon, PA  19510


Karl Fenstermacher


Topton Lutheran Home


1 South Home Avenue


Topton, PA  19562


Paul and Shirley Hertzog


1556 Richmond Road


Fleetwood, PA  19522-8624

Drena Kocher


Mifflin Center


500 Philadelphia Avenue


Reading, PA  19607
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Gladys Luckenbill

Manor Care Health Center – 34A

3000 Windmill Road

Sinking Spring, PA  19608

Myrtle Merkel

Topton Lutheran Home

1 South Home Avenue, Room C-172

Topton, PA  19562

Harvey and Irene Noll

263 Broad Street

Spring City, PA  19475

Mildred Reinert

16 Lyons Road

Fleetwood, PA  19522

Warren Reinhart

P.O. Box 32

400 Penn Street

Topton, PA  19562

Betty Stoudt (Jack Stoudt)

26 Deysher Road

Fleetwood, PA  19522

Arlene Yob

Berks Heim

1011 Berks Road
Room 132-1

Leesport, PA  19533
Three-Month Worship Schedule




December



*  7
10:00
AM
Second Sunday of Advent—Holy Communion (B)




  14
10:00
AM
Third Sunday of Advent (B)






▪ Special Music Service




*21
10:00
AM
Fourth Sunday of Advent (B)




*24
Christmas Eve (W)





  5:00
PM
Christmas Eve Family Service—Holy Communion





  9:00
PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—Holy Communion




  28
10:00
AM
First Sunday of Christmas (W)



January




*  4
10:00 AM
Second Sunday of Christmas—Holy Communion (W)




  11
10:00 AM
Baptism of Our Lord—Holy Communion (W)



*18
10:00 AM
Second Sunday after Epiphany (G)



  25
10:00 AM
Third Sunday after Epiphany (G)



February




( 1
10:00
AM
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany—Holy Communion (G)







▪ Souper Bowl Sunday (breakfast)



    8
10:00
AM
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany (G)




*15
10:00
AM
Transfiguration of Our Lord—Holy Communion (W)




  18
  7:00
PM
Ash Wednesday—Holy Communion (P)







▪ Imposition of Ashes




  22
10:00
AM
First Sunday in Lent (P)




  25
  7:15
PM
Lenten Midweek (P)
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FELLOWSHIP DATES: 

   
 
( * ) Fellowship after worship

 


(( ) Breakfast before worship











         DECEMBER 2014 ACTIVITIES


December Service Assistants & Sponsors

	Date
	Greeters


	Readers
	Altar Candles
	Flowers
	Bulletins

	12/7
	Joshua Keck
	Ken Keck
	(volunteer needed)
	Betty Stump

	Sheila Long

	12/14
	Denny Beshore
	Roy Merkel
	(volunteer needed)
	Dan & Kathy Bailey

	Katie Ellen & Elwood Cleaver

	12/21
	Tara Basta
	Cindy Rissmiller
	(volunteer needed)
	George & Jeannette DeLong
	Virginia Guinther

	12/24
5:00pm
	Betty Eshbach
	TBA
	(volunteer needed)
	Sara & Olivia Moyer
	George & Jeannette DeLong

	12/24

9:00pm
	Linda Moyer
	TBA
	(volunteer needed)
	Sara & Olivia Moyer
	George & Jeannette DeLong

	12/28
	Jeannette DeLong
	Sara Jane Beshore
	(volunteer needed)
	Lloyd & Linda Moyer

	Lloyd & Linda Moyer


ALTAR GUILD: (volunteer needed)
CHILDREN’S BULLETINS: Faye and Larry Dey
SANCTUARY CANDLE: Lloyd and Linda Moyer
COMMUNION BREAD: 12/7 – Dale Schwoyer; 12/24 – 5:00pm – Ted and Betty Eshbach







   

       9:00pm – Ted and Betty Eshbach
COMMUNION SET-UP: 12/7 – (volunteer needed); 12/24 – 5:00pm – (volunteer needed)









                  9:00pm – (volunteer needed)
COUNCIL PERSON: Ken and Joshua Keck, 610-682-2033
COST: Flowers - $35.00; Bulletins - $7.00; Children’s Bulletins - $5.00; Sanctuary Candle - $15.00
DECEMBER 2014
	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	REMINDER:  Annual Reports are due to the church office by Sunday, December 28.
	
	7:00pm-Choir


	
	
	6:00pm-Christmas Gathering (decorate the church for Christmas)
	

	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13

	Second Sunday of Advent

▪ Holy Communion

▪ Fellowship

2:00pm-Chanter’s Concert
	7:00pm-Finance Committee Meeting

	6:30pm-Choir

7:30pm-Bells


	5:30pm-Worship & Music Committee Meeting
	
	
	

	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	Third Sunday of Advent

▪ Special Music Service

▪ Poinsettia Order Forms

   Due

2:30pm-Christmas Caroling at Topton Home
	7:00pm-Council Meeting
	6:30pm-Choir

7:30pm-Bells


	11:30am-Fellowship Luncheon @ Janelle’s
	
	
	

	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27

	Fourth Sunday of Advent

▪ Fellowship
	
	6:30pm-Choir

7:30pm-Bells


	5:00pm-Family Service

▪ Holy Communion

9:00pm-Candlelight

              Service
▪ Holy Communion

(Fellowship after  both   services)
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OFFICE CLOSED
	
	

	28
	29
	30
	31
	
	
	    

	First Sunday of Christmas

▪ Annual Reports due to

  Church Office
	OFFICE CLOSED
	6:30pm-Choir

7:30pm-Bells
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	PLEASE NOTE:  The church office will be closed on 12/25 and 12/29 in observance of the Christmas holiday.
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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church ■ 27 Lyons Road, Fleetwood, PA 19522-9724 ■ Phone: (610) 682-6064 ■ Email: njelchurch@windstream.net
Wishing everyone a very Blessed Christmas and a Happy and


Healthy New Year!











