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THE MISSION OF

NEW JERUSALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH:

We are a group of people who

gather together in friendship and love

to worship God, to spread God’s Word,

and to care for God’s people.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

At our Midweek Lenten services, we have been singing the first verse of “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” as our offering hymn.  The 

second verse of this hymn by Albert F. Bayly focuses on the needs of those whom we are called to serve.  



“Still your children wander homeless;



Still the hungry cry for bread;



Still the captives long for freedom;



Still in grief we mourn our dead.



As you, Lord, in deep compassion



Healed the sick and freed the soul,



By your Spirit send your power



To our world to make it whole.”

Throughout the ages, the Christian church has answered the call to help people:  A lot of people—millions and millions of people.  Some of them in distant lands served by Lutheran missionaries.  Some in this country served by Disaster relief programs of the Lutheran church.  And, in those places where the Lutheran church does not have an established organization, the church has partnered together with other Christian churches to care for all those in need.  From tornado and flood victims in the Midwest to Gulf Coast Hurricane relief to storm damage on the Jersey Shore, the Lutheran church works together to serve those who are most vulnerable and most in need of a helping hand when all seems lost and hope is hard to find.  Lutheran Congregational Services, the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America all work to help those in need.

In Matthew 25, Jesus reminds his followers that he is present with the needy; and just as we care for them, we are caring for him.  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. . . .Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  And when was it [that we saw you . . . hungry . . . thirsty . . . a stranger . . . naked . . . in prison].  And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”

“You did it to me” is at the heart of the Lutheran beliefs and mission to help all those who are in need—wherever they may be.  In this season of Lent, let us remember others in our prayers, and in our deeds, and in our sharing.

God bless,
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Pastor Marilyn Hasemann
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LENTEN MIDWEEK AND HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVICES:
We continue with our Midweek Lenten services.  The schedule for the Midweek and Holy Week services is as follows:

    Wednesday, April 2 — New Jerusalem

    Wednesday, April 9 — Hope, Bowers

    Sunday, April 13 – Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday

    Thursday, April 17 – Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

    Friday, April 18 – Good Friday, 7:00 p.m.

    Sunday, April 20 – Resurrection of Our Lord/Easter Sunday

The Midweek Lenten services begin each Wednesday evening at 6:30 p.m. with soup and sandwiches.  The worship service begins at 7:15 p.m.

[image: image8.wmf]EASTER FLOWERS – We will be decorating the sanctuary with Easter flowers on Easter Sunday.  If you would like to order any flowers, an order form is included in this newsletter.  Please return your order 
form to the church office by Sunday, April 6.  Thank you!

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION SUNDAY will be held on Sunday, April 27.
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OUR CONDOLENCES to the family and friends of Mary Miller who passed away on Monday, March 3, 2014.

APRIL SIGN-UP SHEETS — We are in need of a Flower sponsor for April 6; a Communion Bread sponsor for April 20; and a Communion Set-up volunteer for April 20.  Thank you to everyone that signed up.
ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE is being formed to celebrate New Jerusalem’s 175th Anniversary in 2015.  If you would like to be on the committee, please contact Erma Gajewski or Pastor Hasemann.

Scarred—for eternity
     If God raised Jesus from the dead, why didn’t God fix him up?  Why scars?  Why the print of nails that you could feel with your fingers?  Can it be that the gospel … is saying to us in our waiting: “You will not see Jesus Christ unless you see the wounds”?  Somehow we must understand that the resurrected Christ is forever the wounded Christ.  Living, but never fixed up.  Not bound by death, yet scarred for eternity.

     The deaf have a sign for Jesus.  Quickly they make this sign many times during their worship: the middle finger of each hand is placed into the palm of the other.  Jesus, the one with wounded hands.  And when they touch the place, they remember.  They hear the name in their own flesh.


     - John Vannorsdall

(Reprinted from The Newsletter Newsletter)
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SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES are needed to represent New Jerusalem on Friday and Saturday, May 30 and 31, at Split Rock Resort, Lake Harmony.   Also Spring Assembly will be held Thursday, May 8, in Leesport.  If interested, see Ty Rissmiller or Pastor.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING — At the Congregational Meeting held on Sunday, February 23, the 2014 Budget was voted on and approved.  Also, members of the congregation that were elected to serve on council are Betty Eshbach, Joshua Keck, Ken Keck, Linda Moyer, Susan Schlenker, and Dawn Wengert.  Council members continuing to serve:  George DeLong, Ted Eshbach, Erma Gajewski, Gladys Kline, Harvey Noll, and Ty Rissmiller.  We thank Kathy Bailey for her service as a council member and as council secretary.
CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS – The following members were elected as New Jerusalem’s council officers for 2014.



President

Ty Rissmiller



Vice President

George DeLong



Secretary

Dawn Wengert

The following are the congregation’s results from the Bequest Gift Preference Survey.  They are in order from highest preference to lowest preference.


21 – Parking lot/Driveway


20 – Organ (repair, overhaul, new)


16 – Handicap toilet/toilet seat


15 – Help people in need


14 – Fix lightning rods with insulators


13 – Central air (with or without heat pump)

12 – Basement (paint floor and kitchen)


12 – Pastor (raise/increase hours/bonus)


11 – Kitchen renovations


10 – French drain systems around church


10 – Kitchen appliances (bread mixer; mixer and grinder)


9 – Save/invest


8 – Security System and 6–Camera System & Alarm
The following are the results from the Congregational Benevolence Gifts Ballot:


Synod(Mission Support:
14  None






10  $100






  5  $500






  3  $300


Brandywine Food Pantry:
11  $300

 9  None

 7  $500

 5  $100




Salvation Army:

12  None

 8  $100

 7  $500

 5  $300


ELCA Disaster Relief:
14  None
7  $100

6  $500

5  $300

Council authorized the church treasurer to write a check to Brandywine Food Pantry for $300.
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WORSHIP & MUSIC INFORMATION



EASTER EGG HUNT – Boy Scout Troop #585 is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 12, at New Jerusalem beginning at 12:00 noon.  It is   for children ages 12 and under.  This event will be 
held rain or shine.
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SHOO-FLY PIE BAKE SALES scheduled for 2014 will be held May 5-7; June 2-4; September 29-30, October 1; and November 3-5.  All dates are subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in the Sunday bulletin and the monthly newsletter.  If you would like to order any pies, please call the church office.
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FREEWILL OFFERING-RELAY FOR LIFE SIGN – A freewill offering will be taken at the door May 11 and May 18 for the New Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church Purple Sponsor Sign.  This is a sponsor sign for our Relay for Life Team and the Kutztown University Relay event on May 30 and May 31.  The sign will be posted on the streets of Kutztown two weeks prior to the Relay.  The cost for the purple sign is cost $50.00 and all money collected will benefit the American Cancer Society.

LOAVES AND FISHES group is sponsoring a free fellowship meal to be held on Tuesday, April 15, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 121 S. Home Avenue, Topton.  Everyone is welcome! 
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  ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT CHICKEN POT PIE 

 DINNER will be held at New Jerusalem Lutheran  

Church on Saturday, April 26, from 4:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m.  The cost is $10.00 for adults, $6.00 for 
children 6-12, and free for children 5 and under.
HELP! HELP!  We are very much in need of volunteers to work for the chicken pot pie dinner on Saturday, April 26.  Chicken dinners have been an important tradition at New Jerusalem for a long time—a time to come together while serving the church.  For this tradition to continue, Help! is needed.  Please contact the church office if you are able to help.  Thank you!

POTATO PROJECT – Seed potato cutting.  Saturday, April 26, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. at the Raudenbush Farm Barn, 435 Dryville Road, Fleetwood.  Bring your own knife and snacks.
DEADLINE for May 2014 newsletter is Sunday, April 20.
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Please Remember the Following in
 Your Prayers:
[image: image20.png]et ur in

ot sy
o cae O
Whatyou eet:

« Adule belp 450

+ Box ofcake mix (any
favor)

+Tub of brown frosting

- Shredded coconut

« Green food coloring

« Chocolate Hoscess Ding

«Precze sticks
© M&M:s candies

Wt you do:
1. Bake cake in rectangular
pan. When cool, frost i
2. Pour coconut into bowl
‘Add drops of green food
coloring, Mis unil
cocont resembles grass.
In one corner of cake,set
Ding Dong upright to
resemble acomb Place
donut hole i front of i,
one side
4 Make three crosses with
six precel sicks and
some frosting. Arrange
on opposie corner from
tonb,
Use brown MM’ o
make a pach from the
crosses o the tomb,
Use oher colors of Mea's
o spell out Jesus lves!




Please pray for:  (current list)  Cliff Barlet, June Boyer, Michael Fair, Erma Guinther, Family and Friends of Mary Miller, Lloyd Moyer, Mildred Reinert, Betty Stoudt, Arlene Yob, Shelly Eller, James Guinther, Ralph Harris, Mike Krick, David Pyle, Monica, Lananh Rissmiller, Baron Schlegel and family, Jack Stoudt, peace in the Middle East, and all those weary and tired of winter.

(long-term)  Samuel Behm, Karl Fenstermacher, Mae and Dickie Hertzog, Paul Hertzog, Shirley Hertzog, Jack Krause, Sheila Long, Mary Merkel, Erma Noll, Irene Noll, Lana Pyle, Joyce Rothermel, MM3 Elise Barlet, Major Jeromy Guinther, and the mission of our church.
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The perks of giving

Although National Volunteer Week is officially observed in April, every week thousands of volunteers help people in need.  As volunteers can attest, sharing one’s time and talents lead to many intangible benefits. New research shows that volunteering and giving also provide physical and emotional advantages.  Givers report an improved sense of well-being, lower stress levels, better physical health, an enriched sense of purpose in life and increased happiness. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “It is one of the beautiful compensations of live that no man can sincerely help another without helping himself.”   (From The Newsletter Newsletter)
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Three-Month Worship Schedule
APRIL

    2
  7:15 PM    Lenten Midweek (P) – New Jerusalem
    6
10:00 AM    Fifth Sunday in Lent – Holy Communion (P)

    9
  7:15 PM    Lenten Midweek (P) – Hope, Bowers
* 13
10:00 AM    Sunday of the Passion – Holy Communion (P)



        ▪ First Communion

   17
  7:00 PM    Maundy Thursday – Holy Communion (P)



       ▪ Stripping of the Altar

   18
  7:00 PM    Good Friday

   20
10:00 AM    Resurrection of Our Lord – Holy Communion (W)

* 27
10:00 AM    Second Sunday of Easter (W)



        ▪ Volunteer Appreciation Sunday

MAY

    4
10:00 AM    Third Sunday of Easter – Holy Communion (W)

( 11
10:00 AM    Fourth Sunday of Easter (W)



        ▪ Mother’s Day Breakfast
   18
10:00 AM    Fifth Sunday of Easter (W)



        ▪ Church Music Sunday

* 25
10:00 AM    Sixth Sunday of Easter (W)



        ▪ Memorial Day

JUNE

    1
10:00 AM    Seventh Sunday of Easter – Holy Communion (W)

*  8
10:00 AM    Day of Pentecost – Holy Communion (R)



        ▪ Confirmation

( 15
10:00 AM    Holy Trinity – Holy Communion (W)



        ▪ Father’s Day Breakfast
   22
10:00 AM    Second Sunday after Pentecost (G)

* 29
10:00 AM    Third Sunday after Pentecost (G)
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 FELLOWSHIP DATES:


 ( * ) Fellowship after worship

 ( ( ) Breakfast before worship (served 8:30-9:00 a.m.)














    APRIL 2014 ACTIVITIES



AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY—

                RELAY FOR LIFE

 KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY SITE

             
  May 30 and 31, 2014

Time to relay is coming fast.  What is RELAY?  Relay for Life brings together more than 3.5 million people to celebrate the lives of those who have battled cancer, remember loved ones lost, and empower individuals and communities to fight back against this disease...to raise much needed funds for awareness and research.

Last year our New Jerusalem Lutheran Church team contributed $12,119.00 to the American Cancer Society to help fight this dreaded disease, thanks to our Relay team members, church members, family and friends who contributed their time and talents to raise these funds.  The bulk of this contribution was raised from the Car Cruise that Larry and Faye Dey hosted.  The ACS and the team thank Larry and Faye and ALL the volunteers that helped make it a huge success.

Our goal this year is $12,500.00.  We raise this money through the Car Cruise, personal and business contributions, selling Purple signs, Luminaries, shoofly at Relay, raffle and more.

Purple Signs — $50.00—Signs “Decorate the Town Purple”

(Kutztown).  The signs can be purchased—In MEMORY, to remember a loved one who lost the battle; SURVIVOR, to honor anyone diagnosed with cancer; SPONSOR, anyone supporting and joining the fight against cancer.  The signs are displayed in Kutztown for 2 weeks prior to May 30 and 31.

Luminaries — $10.00—When the sun goes down on Friday evening of the relay—luminaries light the way under the stars as a moment of silence falls during a moving ceremony of remembrance.  Luminaries are glowing bags that appear to be simply paper sacks filled with a weight and candles, but EVERY BAG REPRESENTS A LIFE THAT BATTLED CANCER.  These can also be purchased to honor someone.

CHINESE LANTERN LAUNCH — Last year this was added.  At dusk Friday evening, one Chinese Lantern was launched for the loss of a loved one to Cancer since our Relay the year before.  One lantern is launched as the individual’s name is announced.  There is no charge for this.  Just let me or one of our relay members know of anyone you would want to remember in this way.

A relay display will be set up in the Narthex with information and 

sign-up sheets.  You can ask any relayer, or call me at 610-468-9322 for information about the relay or how you can support the American Cancer Society.

Our goal is to have a world with less Cancer and MORE birthdays—Celebrate—Remember—Fight Back.

HOPE Lights the Way.

Your fellow relayer,

Erma



April Birthday Celebrations

2
Richard Sheetz
5
Sara Jane Beshore
5
Myrtle Merkel
5
Justin Rahn
7
Barbara Seyler
11
Dallas Angstadt
14
Samuel Behm
17
Harold Seyler
18
Jayna Howell
19
Erma Guinther
20
John Graeff
23
Brooke Adams
25
Cora Haas
28
Amy Broussard
29
Rebecca Keller
29
Daniel Moyer
30
Dallas Bennecoff
30
Richard Carl
April Anniversary Congratulations

9  
Tina and Jason Howell (3 years)
17
Richard and Lori Boyer (32 years)
24
Randy and Tammy Cleaver (5 years)
29
Karl and Phyllis Fenstermacher 53 years)

Please let the office know if your

birthday/anniversary is not listed or there is

an error so it can be corrected.

New Jerusalem Lutheran Church

Statement of Accounts

February 28, 2014


Asset Account
    Balance


Memorial
  $  
25,284.06

Thrivent

5,657.18


Checking

2,140.79


Youth

964.61


Fidelity

165,263.39


Cash Reserve

21,236.09


Endowment CD

11,127.13
  February 2014 — ‘Actual’ vs. ‘Required’ Income


                                            Income

                                           Required          Actual 


Income Used For:          Per Month        Income            Delta


Operating Expenses
    $ 9,787.08     $ 4,836.50     ($ 4,950.58)

Income Required per Month —Based on 2014 Budget 

Passed by Congregation

IT’S BEEN A TOUGH WINTER all over.  Snow removal costs for New Jerusalem for December, January, and February was $3,933.50.

(PLEASE PRINT)

NAME: _____________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER: ______________________ ENV. #________
DEDICATION: _______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



         Qty.

Cost           Total
Daffodils (8” pot)
______
X
$8.50
 =     ______
Hyacinths
______
X
$7.50
 =     ______

Lilies
______
X
$9.00   =     ______

Mini Daffodils (6” pot)
______
X
$7.50
 =     ______

Tulips
______
X
$7.50
 =     ______




                   Total Amount Due: ______

PLEASE CHECK ONE:

___ I will pick up my flowers after the Easter service.

___ Please donate my flowers to a homebound member.

Please return this form with payment to church

office or offering plate by April 6th.
EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM


(Daffodils, Hyacinths, Lilies, Mini Daffodils, Tulips)





		








	      Growing In The Spirit - 


		    Prayer Committee





     To a lot of people, Easter is about cute fluffy


     chicks, Easter bunnies and colored Easter eggs.


     It is fine to incorporate these things into our celebration


     as long as we don’t forget the real reason for


     Easter...the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ so


     that we may have eternal life.





           An Easter Prayer





			Of all of God’s gifts,


			Easter shows us our fate


			Forgiven we will rise


			And pass through Heaven’s gate





			This Easter remember


			The sacrifice of a Son


			And through His resurrection


			Eternal life we have won





			This Easter I pray


			That the love of God


			Is resurrected


			Reborn, renewed


			Inside your heart


			God Bless You!





				 - anonymous -





				(from thoughts-about-god.com)














